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line 19. for hear tand, read heart aud. 
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— 26. J. fleſhy, r. fleſhly. 

— 22. J. receiving, r. reviving, 
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DISCOURSE, &c. 


RoMANS K. 3. 


(They) have not ſubmitted themſelves unta 
the righteouſneſs of God. 


N the preceding chapter, the writer of 
I this epiſtle gives us an account of God's 
rejecting the Jews, and of his purpoſe to 
call the Gentiles to the knowledge of him- 
ſelf. That the Lord deſigned to bring 
about ſuch an important event, was plain- 
ly revealed by the prophets. But preju- 
dice and ſelf-love had ſo blinded the eyes 
of the far greater part of the Jewiſh na- 
tion, that they did not believe Jehovah 
would ever perform what he had threaten- 
ed—That he would, in reality, write 4 
lo-ammi upon them, and ſay, Ye are not 
% my people, and I will not be your 
„ God :” Or if he did, that he ſhould 

B lay 


AX 3 
fay to the poor, deſpiſed Gentiles ; 5 ce I am 
% your God, and ye ſhall be my people, 
was what they could not — Vet ſo 


it happened, and ſo it continues to this 


day. Nevertheleſs we are to remember, 
as the Lord never intended entirely to re- 
ject the Jews (“ for he has not caſt a 

«© his people whom he foreknew”) 10 be 
never purpoſed to call a the Gentiles, by 


his grace; but to take out of them a 


* people for his name*.” This is a my- 
ſtery of which the Apoſtle would not have 
us jgnorant, leſt. we ſhould be wile in our 
own conceits. , For blindneſs in part, he 
obſerves, is happened to Iſrael until the ful- 
neſs of the Gentiles be come in, and ſo all 
Iſrael ſhall be ſaved. . 

Tursr diſplays of the ſeverity and 28 
neſs of God, inſtead of producing thoſe 
hard ſpeeches, that ſome are accuſtomed 
to, when treating on ſuch ſubjects, fill the 
apoſtle with reverence and admiration ; 
and make him, though a Jew, to ſay, ** O 
* the depth of the riches,. both of the 
« wiſdom and knowledge of God! How 
c unſcarchable are his judgments, and his 
* ways paſt finding out!“ —As there was 
ſomething in this aſtoniſhing event, that 
was unſearchable, and which, to this day, 
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cannot be fully comprehended; ſo the 
manner in which the Gentiles came to the 
knowledge of the truth, is, to ſome, very 
myſterious and unaccountable. We are 
told, * that the Gentiles; who followed 
« not after righteouſneſs, attained to righ- 
* teouſneſs, even the righteouſneſs which 
« is of faith, But Iſrael; which followed 
<« after the law of righteouſheſs, did not 
e attain to the law of righteouſheſs,” If 
any ask, wherefore? Or would know, w 

the Jews were ſo unfucceſsful, we are in- 
formed that it was becauſe they ſought 
«*« it'not' by faith, but, as it were, by the 
& works of the law.” Would you further 
know, why they ſought not for righteouſ- 
neſs in Chriſt, = object of our faith? I 
anſwer, Chriſt was to them“ a ſtumbling- 
« ſtone and a rock of offence,” as foretold 
in the prophetic word.* Bat, on the con- 
ttary'it is added, that'** whoever believeth 
« on him ſhall not be allrarttet, or con- 
* founded.“ 

In this 1oth chapter; the Apoſtle ex- 
preſſes his earneſt deſire for the ſalvation 
of his countrymen and friends; and bears 
them record, that they had a zeal of 
* God, though it was not according to 
© knowledge.” The circumſtances of the 


* Ifaiah viii. 14. 
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Jews, in general, and the true ſtate and 
condition of thouſands, in our Bri#ifh-1/= 
rael, are juſtly deſcribed in the third 
verſe. Inſtead of flattering their pride, or 
applauding their blind zeal, as ſome ig- 
norant and unfaithful preachers -would 
readily have done, in his ſituation; He 
honeſtly tells them, They were, notwith- 
ſtanding all their zeal and apparent piety, 
ignorant of God's righteouſneſs—That, 
being ignorant of this, they went about 
to eſtabliſh their own—and, therefore, it 
was mournfully evident to him, that they 
had not ſubmitted to the righteouſneſs of God. 

INTENDING, by divine aſſiſtance, to 
give you a plain, but faithful repreſenta- 
tion of the cauſe and conſequence of a ſin- 
ner's oppoſition to the righteouſneſs of 
God ; I ſhall endeavour to do this, by 
attempting to anſwer theſe few, but im- 
portant queſtions, which are founded on 
the words I firſt read. 

Queſt. I. WHAT are we here to under- 
ſtand by the righteouſneſs of God? 

Queſt. II. WHEREIN does /ubmiſjion to 
this righteouſneſs conſiſt, and what does 
goſpel-ſubmiſſion to the righteouſneſs of 
God, imply and include ? 

Queſt. III. WHAT are the principal rea- 
ſons why this righteouſneſs is, by ſo many, 
wilfully rejected and virulently oppoſed ? 


Queſt. IV. 
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Queſt. IV. Wnar is the conſequence of 
ſuch oppoſition to the righteouſneſs of 
God ?, | 

To be able to anſwer theſe queſtions 
in a ſolid, judicions manner, is of far 
greater importance than many are willing 
to ſuppoſe. May infinite wiſdom direct 
me to ſpeak to each of them, according 
to the oracles of God; and give you an 
heart to underſtand and approve of all 
that ſhall be delivered, conſiſtent with the 
word of his grace. Our firſt queſtion was 
ſtated thus : | 

Queſt. I. War are we here to under- 
ſtand by the righteouſneſs of God ? 

Ir we impartially conſult the context, 
it will evidently appear, that by the r:ghte- 
ouſneſs of God, no other righteouſneſs is 
intended by the Apoſtle, than what is 
commonly called, and that with propriety, 
the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt. In 
proof of this aflertion, I defire the follow- 
ing things may be attentively obſerved. 

I. THE Apoſtle is ſpeaking of that 
righteouſneſs which is the end of the lat; 
and by the 5th verſe, it is evident, the 
moral law 1s principally intended. Let 
us enquire what was the primary deſign, 
and what are the preſent demands of that 
righteous law? The law, inſcribed on 
the heart of Adam in innocency, was de- 


ſigned 


e! 
ſigned to juſtify his conduct and reward 
his obedience, had he continued in his 
uprightneſs. I acknowledge, the reward, 
even then, would not have been, ſtrictly 
fpeaking,. deſerved; and I believe the life 
promiſed, under that covenant, would 
have been different from that eternal life 
which the . believer: ſhall enjoy, through 


Jeſus Chriſt, Yet this does by no means 
ſiet aſide the primary deſign of the law. On 


Adam's tranſgreſſing the divine command, 
the law became weak, through the fleſh ; 
and then was, ſtill is, and ever will be, un- 
able to juſtify the conduct or reward the 

erſonal obedience of any mere man*. 

Vhat then? ſhall the God of unerring 
wiſdom give a law which none ever obey- 
ed? Or enter into a covenant (the condi- 
tions of which were ſo juſt and equitable) 
that no one ever fulfilled? God forbid! No, 
my friends, what the law could not do, 
in that it was weak. through the fleſh, 
Chriſt himſelf performed. His righte- 
ouſneſs has effected that which the law 
could not procure: therefore, by Him 


all that believe: are juſtified® from all 


* things, from which they could not be 
juſtified by the law of Mafest. Thus 


* Gal, ii. 16, and ili. 11. + AQts xiii. 38. 
the 
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the primary defign of the law, or covenant 
of works; is fully anfwered. . 
Bor how was the original end and deſign 
of the firſt covenant anſwered by Chriſt? 
By. fatisfying its preſent demands on fal- 
lea finners. And what are they? I an- 
ſwer, the demands of the law are invariably 
the. ſame, from generation to generation. 
They were equitable and juſt to Adam, 
and our loſs of power to obey, or want 
of love to attend to its holy precepts, 
can by no means ſet aſide its authority 
to command, or its power to condemn. 
The moral law, therefore, demands, that 
its precepts, which are exceeding broad, 
be perfectly and conſtantly fulfilled in heart 
and life: and on ſuppoſition that its holy 
precepts are violated, as they certainly are 
by all men; juſtice requires, that the aw- 
ful penalty be felt, and its tremendous curſe 
ſuſtained. And are theſe thy loweſt de- 
mands, thou holy law of God, on all that 
are under a covenant of works ? They are. 
And TI will add, that Mercy herſelf does 
not wiſh to have them abated. However 
the perfections of God may ſeem to con- 
tradi each other, they do but ſeem to do 
ſo; they all harmoniſe in- the falvation of 
the chief of ſinners, by Jeſus Chriſt, It 
would, perhaps nonplus an angel to ſay, 
-whether the wiſdom, the holineſs, the 
juſtice 
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juſtice, or the grace of God ſhines moſt 
in this marvellous and ſtupendous affair, 
To ſuppoſe, therefore, - that mercy deſires 
to exceed the bounds of juſtice, or that ſhe 
is not always inſeparably connected with 
wiſdom and holineſs, is to make her dege- 


nerate into weaknels, and gives us ſuch an 


idea of divine compaſſion that is every way 
unworthy of Jehovah. If theſe are the righte- 
ous demands of the moral law on fallen fin« 
ners, O Sirs! with what joy and gratitude 
ſhould we liſten to the glad tidings of the 
Goſpel, which inform us that Chriſt has 
anſwered, fully anſwered, all that the law 
can claim on thoſe who have fled to him 
for refuge? Methinks ſome of you are 
ready to ſay, But has he done ſo in- 
% deed?” He has. Does the law require 
perfect holineſs of hear tand life ? ſuch was 
the obedience our Lord yielded to it, when 
he was made of a woman, and made 
* under the law, for us;*” by which 
obedience many are made righteous}. 
Does it further require, ſeeing we have 
violated its precepts and are become guilty 
before God, that its tremendous curſe be 
ſuſtained? * Chriſt has redeemed us from 
„the curſe of the law, by being made a 


© Gal. 4 1 Rom, v. 19, 
4 | « curſe 
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te curle for ush.” Hence it appears, that 
the righteouſneſs of God, and the imput- 
ed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, being that 
which is the end of the law, are one and 
the ſame. 

2. THz righteouſneſs the Apoſtle is here 
ſpeaking of, is called the righteouſneſs of 
faith. This is another evidence, that the 
imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt is intend- 
ed. For it is evident, that the righteouſ- 
neſs of faith is diſtinguiſhed from, and ſet 
in oppoſition to, our obedience to the 
law, throughout the apoſtolic writings. 
And it deſerves our attention, that 
this righteouſneſs is not revealed in the 
law, but is only diſcovered and made 
know by the Goſpel. For “therein is 
e the righteouſneſs of God revealed, from 
« faith to faith.“ And can we recollect, 
without the warmeſt gratitude, that this 
glorious and precious righteouſneſs ſhould 
be revealed and recommended to the re- 
gard of ſuch perſons, who we are ſure 
are poſſeſſed of none of their own? Yet 
that ſo it really is, evidently appears from 
the context, and from a pleaſing variety 
of other ſtriking paſſages in the word 
of God. How appoſite, to this pur- 
poſe, is that ſolemn call and gracious de- 


5 Gal. iii. 123. Rom. i. 17. 
C claration 


. g 9 
— r — — — : _ 
a en ee ee ur err err — OC ery er 2 * 
” 


( wo ) | 
claration, which cloſes the 46th chapter 
of Iſaiah! Theſe are the reviving words: 
«© Hearken unto me, ye ſtout hearted and 
&« far from righteouſneſs.” Who is it that 
calls aloud to theſe abandoned finners ? It 
is Jehovah, a God that cannot lie. And 
what has he to ſay to theſe ſtubborn tranſ- 
greſſors? The God of heaven ſpeaks, not 
in wrath, but in mercy : let ſinners, there- 
fore, be all attention. I bring near my 
“ righteouſneſs, it ſhall not tarry; and I 
« will place falvation in Zion, for Iſrael 
* my glory.” As the righteouſneſs of 
faith is thus diſtinguiſhed from all righte- 
ouſneſs inherent in us, or performed b 
us ; what can be intended by it, but that 
righteouſneſs which, is graciouſly imputed 
to us, here called the righteouſneſs of God? 

3. Tur general treatment that righ- 
teouſneſs the apoſtle deſigns, met with 
among the Jews, as his own pen has in- 
formed us, affords a further proof of the 
point. He ſays, the Jews had not ſubmitted 
themſelves unto it: which ſuppoſes, that 
they entertained low and mean thoughts 
about it; and that the ſubmiſſion ſpoken of, 
appeared to them not only unneceſſary, 
but alſo diſgraceful. But this was not the 

- Cale as applied to the righteouſneſs of the 
law of Moſes, or their regard to it, con- 
ſidered as a covenant of works. For the 


4 law, 
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law, as a covenant, they ignorantly re- 
vered; and their imperfect and partial re- 
gard for it, they fatally ęſteemed. That 
which they ſtumbled at, were the obed:- 
ence and ſufferings of Chriſt; and ſub- 
miſſion to theſe, or a real dependance 
on what he had done and ſuffered for the 
{ſalvation of ſinners, was viewed by them 
(and ever will be by the carnal mind) as 
a rock of offence. This conſideration, I 
humbly conceive, is no contemptible proof, 
that, by the righteouſneſs of God, the im- 

puted righteouſneſs of Chriſt is intended. 
Having found, on enquiry, that by 
the righteouſneſs of God, the imputed 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt is intended ; pleaſe 
to remember, that when I may have occa- 
ſion to uſe either of theſe phraſes through- 
out this diſcourſe, either with or without 
the word imputed, I always intend to 
convey the ſame idea, as if the imputed 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt was expreſsly men- 
tioned. —I ſhould now proceed to our /e- 
cond queſtion, did I not apprehend, that 
ſome of you will ſtill object and fay, 
«© But with what propriety can the im- 
« puted righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as you 
« phraſe it, be called the righteouſneſs of 
6 God?” I would not be ſparing in my 
anſwer to this objection ; becauſe a ſolid 
conviction that it may, with propriety, be 
C 2 o 
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ſo called, may happily tend to remove ſe- . 


veral other objections againſt imputed 
righteouſneſs. The following reaſons, I 
apprehend, may ſatisfy an impartial en- 
quirer of the propriety of this phraſe, 


when ſo applied. 


(I.) Txt righteouſneſs of Chriſt is ſo 
called, becauſe it is a righteouſneſs of God's 
providing. When Adam ſinned and came 
ſhort of the glory of God, he loſt, entirely 
loſt, his native robe of righteouſneſs. His 


loſs was truly great, and more ſo than is 


commonly conceived ; if we remember, 


that by his fall his underſtanding was ſo 


darkened, and his ſoul ſo weakened, that 
he knew not where or how to obtain ano- 
ther. His feeble attempt to run from an 
all-ſeeing eye, and to cover his more ob- 
noxious parts with fig leaves“, is an af- 
fecting emblem of the darkneſs and miſery 


of all men by nature, who are under a 


conſciouſneſs of guilt. Had not God pro- 
vided ſkins and cloathed him, the Apoſtate 
and his miſerable conſort had remained 
naked to their ſhame. By nature his 


' poſterity are in the ſame ſinful and miſe- 


rable ſituation. How to approach God 

we know not, and what he requires in 

order to acceptance with him, we can 
Gen. Ui. 7. + Gen. Ul. 21. 


only 
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only learn from the ſacred page. Had 
not Ged provided himſelf a lamb for a 


burnt-offering, we ſhould have been in 


-greater perplexity than Iſaac was, when he 
approached Mount-Moriahf. Had not 
infinite wiſdom found an atonementh, we 
ſhould probably have been as vain in our 
imaginations to this hour, as thoſe who 
thought of calves, of rams, of rivers of 
oil, yea, of the ſacrificing the fruit of 
their bodies for the ſin of their ſouls*. Or 
elſe have changed the glory of the incor- 
ruptible God, into an image made like un- 
to corruptible man, and to birds and to 
four-footed beaſts and creeping thingsF. 
May our hearts, therefore, adore the Fa- 
ther of mercies, that Chriſt is a lamb of 
his own providing, and that the atonement 
is the product of his own unerring wiſdom! 
What an encouragement is this to ſubmit 
to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ! ſeeing, that 
in ſo doing, we ſubmit to, and approve of 
the providing goodneſs, and manifold wiſ- 
dom of God. 

(2.) Tux righteouſneſs of Chriſt is fo 
called, becauſe it is that righteouſneſs 
which God imputes and places to the account 
of his people. The manner in which this 


t Gen. xxii. 7, 8. 5 Job xxxili, 24. marg. Mich. vi. 6, 7. 
+ Rom. i. 23. 
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is done, is beſt conceived by obſerving, 
how fin was imputed to Chriſt. For though 
he was made fin for us, yet fin was not put 
in him, but laid on him, or charged 70 
him. Hence we are told, notwithſtand- 
ing this imputation, that he knew no ſin“. 


In like manner we are made the righteouſ- 
neſs of God in him. Of which righte- 


ouſneſs we neither are, nor ever ſhall be 


the proper ſubjects, in our own. perſons, 
any more than Chriſt himſelf either was, 
or now 1s, the ſubject of ſin. 

HERE it is uſually objected, What 
ce foundation can there be, either for the 
« imputation of our fins to Chriſt, or of 
ce his righteouſneſs to us?“ They who are 
advocates for univerſal or general redemp- 
tion, would do well to anſwer this queſtion 
if they can. But, I am perſuaded, on 
their hypotheſis, there is no juſt founda- 
tion for any ſuch procedure to take place. 
It is, therefore, in connection with election 
and particular redemption, that I contend 
for the imputation of ſin to Chriſt, and the 
imputation of his righteouſneſs to the elect. 
They are the people of his choice, of his 
care and charge; and were given him, by 


the Father +, to redeem and ſave with an 


everlaſting ſalvation. Between Chriſt and 
them there is the cloſeſt union, and the 


© 2 Oor. N 21. + John xvii. 6, 


neareſt 
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neareſt relation. They are one in law, for 


he is their ſurety; and, as ſuch, „“ was 
«© made under the law to redeem them 
« from its curſe, that they might receive 
e the adoption of ſons” . They are one 
in nature, for as much as the children, 
« of whom Chriſt is the Guardian, were 
4 partakers of fleſh and blood, he likewiſe 
« himſelf partook of the ſame ; and was 
« in all things made like unto his 4re- 
& fhren, that he might be a merciful and 
« faithful high-pricſt, in things pertain- 
„ ing to God, to make reconciliation for 
« the fins of the people” +. As Chriſt 
and his people are brethren, he alſo is their 
Goel, or near kinſman, to whom the 
right of redemption pertained, And he 


is their Huſband, who is engaged by love 


and honour, to pay their debts, which were 
not contracted without his knowledge; 
nor did he make them any bar againſt his 
publickly owning the wonderful relation}. 
In a word, he is their Head, not only their 
federal head and repreſentative, but their 
head of vital influence, and they, as be- 
lievers, are the v//b/e members of his myſ- 
tical body. Hence what is done to them, 
whether good or evil, he accounts as done 


to himſelf. And what is done by him, 


* Gal. iv. 4,5. + Heb,ii. 17. f If. liv. 5. Hol, 
ii. 19, 20, and Ul. 1, 2, 3. § Mat. xxv. 40. Acts ix. 4. 


as 
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as their ſurety, is done for them, as much 
as if it was performed by them in their own 
perſons, — Have you never ſeen a. perſon 
ſuffer, according to law in his body, for. 
what his hands have ſtole ? But why is the 
back wounded for that which the hands 
have taken away? You reply, becauſe it is 
a part of the ſame body, and juſtice, you 
ſay, has a right to inflict puniſhment on 
which part of the body ſhe pleaſes, provi- 
ded it bears a due proportion to the crime 
committed. Has ſhe a right to do this ? 
Then let me tell you, that there is a great- 
er nearneſs of union between Chriſt and 
his people, than there is between our 
back, and our hands: Vea, than there is 
between our heads and our hearts. For, 


4 Chriſt is their life &.“ And they are 


„members of his body, of his fleſh, and 
* of his bones“ T. Nay, he that is 
« joined to the Lord, is one ſpirit 4.“ 
If, then, juſtice awoke her glittering ſword, 
and ſmote the glorious head of the church, 
for thoſe crimes which the members com- 
mitted, who will ſay her awful hand did 
not take hold of judgmenth? Not the 
people, ſurely, for whom he was ſmit- 
ten, Nor did he who felt the dread- 
ful ſtroke. No; he freely“ poured 


® Col. ii. 4. + Eph. v. 30. 1 1 Cor. vi. 17. 
| $ Alluding to Deut. xxxli. 41, 
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* out his ſoul unto death.” He opened 
not his mouth, by way of complaint, as to 
any act of injuſtice; but juſtified his Fa- 
ther by acknowledging his righteouſneſs, “ 
and by declaring, amidſt his bitter cries, 
' which pain and anguiſh extorted, that he 
was holy who inhabited the praiſes of 
* Iſrael” ||, | 3 

(3.) Taz righteouſneſs of Chriſt is ſo 
called, becauſe it is that righteouſneſs 
which God not only imputes, but ap- 
proves and accepts, as the fulfilling end of 
his law, on their behalf who firmly be- 
lieve, and ſeriouſly acknowledge that they 
are abſolutely deſtitute of any ſuch righte- 
ouſneſs of their own, In what manner 
Chriſt is the end of the law, has been in 
ſome meaſute declared. k And that his 
righteouſneſs is thus accepted and approved 
of, is abundantly teſtified in the ſcriptures. 
David informs us, that Chriſt came to do 
Jehovah's will +, and Ifaiah acquaints us 
that, * the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſ- 
* per in his hand” 4. Chriſt aſſures us 
that, as Mediator, he © always did thoſe 
* things that pleaſed him” $. And the 
Father himſelf aloud proclaims, © This is 
e my beloved Son, in whom (as well as 


John xvii. 25. || Pf. xxii. 3. 1 Pſ. xl; 8. 1 I. Iiii. 10. 
$ John viii. 29. | 
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% with whom) I am well pleaſed” ||, We 


are elſewhere told, it was for his righte- 


* ouſneſs ſake *, by which he © magnifi- 


«© ed the law, and made it honourable”. 
Can you, after ſuch repeated teſtimonies, 
which might be greatly multiplied, doubt 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs being accepted in 
the room and ſtead of others? You might 
as well queſtion your own exiſtence. Who 
rolled away the ſtone from our Redeemer's 
tomb? Who raiſed him from the dead ? 


Did not he who ſaid, Sit thou at my 


* right hand, until I make thine enemies 
ce thy footſtool” + ? What ſtriking proofs 
are theſe, that Chriſt's atonement was 
* an offering and a facrifice to God, for a 
«© ſweet ſmelling ſavour *? And what a 
diſcovery does it make of our pollution 
and pride, that what an holy God thus ap- 


proves and accepts, we by nature reject and 


oppole ? | | 

(4.) Tux imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
is called the righteouſneſs of God, becauſe 
it con/iſts in the obedience and ſufferings of bim 


who ts truly God and man, in one wonderful 


perſon. This, I apprehend, is the princi- 


pal reaſon why the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
is ſo frequently called the righteouſneſs of 


i Mat. iti. 7. II. xlii. 21. + Pf, ex. to 
} Eph. v. 1. 


God, 
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God, in the volume of inſpiration. And' 
in this reſpect it is, and ever will be, di- 
ſtinguiſhed from that righteouſneſs which 
is eſſential to Deity, and from that holi- 
neſs, or ſanctification, which believers now 
poſſeſs, and thoſe greater degrees, and much 
more abundant communications, which 
they ſhall certainly hereafter enjoy. What 
matchleſs and unrivalled glory appears in 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, when it is thus 
conſidered ! Or, rather, as it is repreſent- 
ed in the word of God ! Ariſe, thou Sun of 
righteouſneſs, ariſe ! that all other lights, 
compared with thine, may be confounded 
in thy preſence, if they ſhall dare to vie 
with thee ! — The Apoſtle treating upon 
the Reſurrection, illuſtrates a part of his 
ſubject by alluding to the Solar- ſyſtem; 
and obſerves, reſpecting the heavenly bo- 
dies, that there is one glory of the ſun, 
* another of the moon, and another glory 
© of the ſtars ; and adds, that one ſtar dif- 
« fereth from another ſtar in glory” *. 
May we not make much the ſame obſer- 
vation upon moral excellency ? There is 
| ſomething that appears amiable in civility, 

honeſty, and, what is commonly called, 
morality. Perſons of ſuch a character are 
like ſtars in a dark night, whoſe twinkling 


21 Cor. xv. 41, 
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rays have no unpleaſing aſpet; and a- 
mongſt theſe midnight ſtars, ſome claim 
our attention more than others. Vet mo- 
rality is not Chriſtianity, nor any degree 


of it, but a diſtinct and different light. 


This, like the moon, is not only pleaſing, 
but far more uſeful to men; and, compar- 
ed with the ſplendors of this luminous ba- 
dy, the ſtars are but a ſhade. Vet, after 
all, the moon has her ſpots, is ſubject to 
waxe and wane, and at beſt ſhe ſhines, 


though in beaming, yet with borrowed. 


rays. But the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, like 
the ſun in his meridian glory, ſhines- out 
with peculiar majeſty and mercy ; eclipſes 
the glory of all inferior lights, (though it 


does not deſtroy their uſe) and ariſes on the 


drooping, admiring ſoul, with healing in 
its wings *. IST 

AnD now, my friends, having proved 
that, by the righteouſneſs of God, we are 
here to underſtand the imputed righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, and ſhewn you with what 
propriety it may be ſo called; how do 
your hearts ſtand affected towards this righ- 
teouſneſs ? Have you ſeen its importance, 
and beheld its glory? Do you tremble at 
the thought of appearing before God in 
any other dreſs? Do you eſteem it as the 


® Mal. iv. 2. 


beſt 
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beſt robe a returning prodigal ever wore, ar 
that God, as a gracious Father, ever pro- 
vided ? I truſt ſome af you do. I rejaice 
in your happineſs, and admire the ſove- 
reign grace of God, that ever I ſhould be 
a partaker of your joy! On the other hand,” 
have I not room to fear, that ſome of.yau 
behold no beauty in this righteouſneſs, ſo 
as to defire an intereſt in it? That you 
perceive no excellence in the obedience and 
ſufferings of Chriſt, ſo as to make you wil 
lingly ſubmit ta be ſaved by them? I am 
exceedingly miſtaken if this is not the caſe. 
But, inſtead of exhibiting charges againſt 
you, I ſhall now attend to our ſecond que- 
ſtion, and defire you wauld, each of you, 
judge for yourſelves. * .. * 
Queſt. II. WurkzgiN does ſubmiſſion 
to this righteouſneſs cant; and what does 
goſpel-ſubmiiſon to the righteouſneſs of 
God imply and znclude ? | 
- SUBM1S8$10N, in common life, is that du- 
ty which inferiors owe to their ſuperiors. 
Hence, wives are exhorted to ſubmit to their 
own husbands, children ta their parents, 
ſervants to their maſters, and ſubjects to 
their king v. The juſt extent of ſubmiſ- 
| fion, in all the above inſtances, is; in all 


* See Eph. v. 2. Col. iii. 20. 22. Eph. vi, 1—6. 
1 Pet. ii. 13. 
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things lawful: or, in other words, in 


every thing that is not contrary to the word 
of God. Should our ſuperiors, of what- 


ever rank among men, require us to ſubmit 


to any thing that is contrary to the revealed 
will of God, we may juſtly ſay to them, as 
Peter and John ſaid to the Jewiſh rulers; _ 
«© Whether it be right, in the ſight of God, 

© to hearken unto you, more than unto 
“ God, judge ye.” Yet great care ſhould 
be taken, that the ſcriptures are not wreſt- 
ed to countenance our pride and obſtinacy, 
ſeeing we are expreſsly told, that © the 
«* powers that be, are ordained of God ;” 
and that the believer © muſt needs be ſub- 
« je, not only for wrath, but alſo for 

« conſcience ſake *. From what has been 
faid, ſubmiſſion evidently implies ſbjection; 

and, as applied to the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, I apprehend it conſiſts, In our bowing 
to its authority with approbation, and being 
truly willing, that grace ſhould not only ap- 
pear, but reign, in every part of our ſalva- 
tion, through this righteouſneſs unto eternal 
life” T. lt now remains to obſerve, what 
Goſpel-ſubmiſſion to the righteouſneſs of 
God, does imply and include. And, if you 
ſearch the ſcriptures with becoming cir- 
cumſpection and care, you will find, that at 


Rom. xiii. 15. + Rom. v. 21, 
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leaſt it implies and includes the following 
things. . 

1. IT implies conviction. For till per- 
ſons are convinced they are hy nature cor- 
rupt and depraved; that all their righte- 
oulaeſs is as filthy rags, and that the obe- 
dience and ſufferings of Chriſt, are the a- 
lone fulfilling end of the moral law, con- 
ſidered as a covenant of works; they will 
never yield a cordial ſubmiſſion to his righ- 
teouſneſs. A perſon, indeed, may be ſo. 
awed by laviſh fear, or ſo allured with. 
ſome expectation of temporal advantage, 
as to declare he does ſubmit to the righte- 
ouſneſs of God. But as ſuch forced and 
hypocritical ſubmiſſion can only be, where 
there is no love or fear of God; it muſt. 
needs be as deteſtable to him who ſearches 
the heart, as it is forced and feigned by the 
ſinner. If, therefore, you are not really 
convinced of the particulars I have named; 
if, upon ſuch a conviction, you are not per- 
ſuaded that it is your duty to ſubmit to the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and that what God, 
in ſuch circumſtances, has made your duty, 
you can truly ſay is your delight, you are 
to this moment deſtitute of Goſpel- ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the righteouſneſs of his Son. 

AND as the Lord cannot approve of any 
other ſubmiſſion to the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, you will do well to remember, that 


as 
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ns ſuperiors in the family or world, you 


yourſelves expect no leſs from your inferi- 
ors. It is not the forced or feigned ſub- 
miſſion of your children or ſervants, that 
you are or can be ſatisfied with. No; you 
are deſitous that their ſubmiſſion to you, 
in any thing that is lawful, be founded 
on a proper conviction of their duty and 
your authority; and that it be accompa- 
nied with evident proofs of its being cordial 
and ſincere. But how can any of you, in 
conſcience, deſire ſuch ſubmiſſion from 
your fellow- creatures, and yet be unwil- 
ling yourſelves to yield the ſame to God ? 
Surely, ſuch perſons, if they ever reflect 
on their own conduct, muſt be felf-con- 
demned, and, at times, covered with ſhame 
and confuſion of face. by 
2. Ir implies reception. The righteouſneſs 
of God is declared to be a free: gift ; and, 
conſider as ſuch, it is not ſubmitted to 
by us, until it is received, Perhaps ſome 
of you are ready to ſay, Is it poſſible 
e that any ſhould be convinced, that there 
„ is fuch a righteouſneſs provided, who 
at the ſame time are unwilling to re- 
« ceive it as a free gift?“ I anſwer, this 
is not only poſſible, but actually the caſe 
with many; and if it is not thus with 
ſome that hear me, it is their mercy and 
my miſtake, But, be that as it may, it is 
4 | certain 
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certain a perſon's receiving the fulleſt con- 
viction that a report which he hears is 
true, does by no means neceſſarily 4 
poſe, that he loves the report. And with- 
out love to that righteouſneſs which the 
Goſpel reveals, how can any man ſubmit to 
its authority with approbation? Knowledge, 
.abſtraedly conſidered, will not effect it. 
For ſuppoſing I were ever ſo fully per- 
ſuaded, that grace reigns in every part of 
a ſinner's ſalvation; yet if I diſapproved 
of the reign of grace, as thouſands do, who 
know not how to deny the fact; I ſhould 
be far from ſubmitting to her government, 
or her laws of life, of liberty and love“. 
The father, mentioned in the parable, 
ſaid to his ſon ; Son, go work to day in 
« my vineyard. He anſwered and ſaid, I 
«& go, Sir, but he went not +.” Why did 
he not do the will of his father? Not be- 
cauſe he was ignorant of it, or queſtioned 
his authority, as appears by his anſwer. 
Why then did he not regard his poſitive 
command? Becauſe he had an aver/ion to 
the taſk.—It is in vain to object, that there 
is a wide difference betwixt dging and re- 
cetving ; for thoygh that be granted, yet 
we can no more willingly receive thoſe 


* Rom, viji, 22 + Matt, xxi. 28—30. 
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things we deſpiſe, than we can freely do 


that which we abhbor. © 


As conviction, therefore, may be where 


reception is not, let me intreat you, my 
friends, cloſely to examine the matter. Are 


you not only convinced that grace "reigns, 


through the Redeemer's righteouſneſs, but 


are you willing it ſhould ? Do you, who 
believe that ſuch a righteouſneſs is 
vided, believe alſo that it is a free gift? 
And are you willing to receive. it as ſuch ? 
To receive it as a gift which inexpreſſibly 
commends the love of God , and whic 
everlaſtingly enriches the poor finner that 
is poſſeſſed of ſuch a treafure ? Happy is 
the man who is thus enriched by faith, 
and who can truly ſay he receives the 
divine declarations which are made of this 


righteouſneſs in the goſpel, as fayings 


that are faithful and worthy of all accep- 
tation ||! Th 1 6 

3. IT implies confeffion. He who has 
not only been convinced that there is ſuch 
a righteouſneſs, but has been enabled to 


receive it, by faith, as a free gift, will not 


be aſhamed to own it. To ſay a perſon 
may in his heart, ſubmit to the righteouſ- 
neſs of 'God, who neither diſcovers it by 
words nor actions, is almoſt a contradic- 


t Rom. v. 8. 5 Jam. ii. 5. || 1 Tim. i. 15. 
tion 
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tion in terms. We axe told, that out 
* of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
« ſpeaketh*:” And that, as © with the 
« heart man believeth;” ſo © with the 
« mouth, canfefſion is made unto falva- 
« tion r.“ It muſt be owned that, in 
times of perſecution, the fear of man, 
which bringeth a ſnare, may for a ſeaſon 
ſo far prevail, as to make ſome ſinfully ſi- 
lent; and compel others, in ſome ſingle 
inſtance, to give the lie to their own con- 
ſciences. But if theſe are true believers, 
they can never reſt until they have acknow- 
ledged their guilt, obtained a freſh mani- 
feſtation of pardon, and received ſtrength 
to profeſs their faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and unfeigned love to his cauſe. | 

Wrx read of ſome Jewiſh rulers, who are 
ſaid to believe on Chriſt, but becauſe of 
the. phariſees they did not confeſs him, leſt 
they ſhould be put out of the ſynagogue 5. 
What faith the ſcripture of ſuch perſons ? 
They expreſsly declare, that ** they loved 
the praiſe of men more than the praiſe of 
«© God.” How ſome of you can acquit 
yourſelves from this awful charge, I can- 
not tell. Where, and when, did you 
ever make ſuch confeſſion to God or man, 
as ſubmiſſion to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


* Mat. xii. 34+ + Rom. x. 10. 5 John xii. 42. 
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implies? It may be, you have acknow- 
ledged, and are ſtill willing to own, that 
you are fallen, ſinful creatures. But are 
you convinced, and being ſo, are you as 
willing to confeſs, that you are by nature 
the children of wrath, even as others +? 
That your righteouſneſs, which is of the 
law, and all your works done in obedience 
to it, cannot profit you or be of the leaſt 
advantage, as to your Juſtification in the 
fight of God ? And, therefore, all your 
attempts to eſtabliſh your own righteouſ- 
neſs either directly or indirectly, are not 
only fooliſh, but vile and ſinful ? What- 
ever any of you may think to the contta- 
ry, it admits of the cleareſt proof, that if 
you are unwilling to make ſuch confeſſions 
as theſe, you are very far from ſubmitting 
to the righteouſneſs of God, I make no 
apology for this plain dealing. I am per- 
ſuaded it cannot affect you, who have, 
through grace, ſubmitted to it; and as to 
others, I hope the Lord will enable me to 
be faithful, even where I may not be ac- 
ceptable or uſeful. 

4. Ir includes reliance.! I mention 
this, becauſe the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is 
not only to be received, as a gift of the 


+ Ep. ii. 3. Note, the term Juſtification, is always 
uſed in the {ame ſenſe throughout this Diſcourſe. 
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freeſt grace, to the entirely unworthy ; but 


it is alſo to be continually relied on, as the 
only, and all-ſufficient foundation of our 
acceſs to, and acceptance with a fſin-a- 


venging God. Whateyer, therefore, are 


our frames or feelings, if we have received 
by faith the ineſtimable gift of righteouſ- 
neſs, it is our duty to rely on that atone- 
ment, which we have received ; to cleave 
to the Lord, as the Lord our righteouſ- 
neſs, with full purpoſe of heart +, and 
to earneſtly pray, that not any thing from 
within or without, may ever move us 
from the glorious hope of the goſpel. In 
dark and gloomy frames, the real believer 
ſeeks no other hiding-place from the ſtorm, 
or covert from the tempeſt f. And when 
his ſoul is more ſerene and his heart the 
moſt enlarged and comforted in duty, ſtill, 
ſtill he ſays with a holy jealouſy over hisown 
deceitful heart : ** God forbid that I ſhould 
% glory, ſave in the croſs of our Lord 


„ Jeſus Chriſt || !'—Thus to ſubmit to 


the righteouſneſs of God, is' the obedi- 


ence of that faith which purifies the heart, 


and fills the foul with peace and joy. 


Thus to rely on the righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt, is the grand end for which the 


goſpel is publiſhed, and the riches, the 


I Acts xi. 23. t If, xxxii. 2. || Gal. vi. 14. 
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exceeding riches of grace are proclaimed. 
How ſhocking to obſerve, that the glori- 
ous deſign of the Goſpel is oppoſed by ma- 
ny, who avail themſelves of the Chriſtian 
character, with all the force and fraud 
they are capable of uſing ! Yet charity her- 
e is not ſo blind as not to diſcern, what 
is ſo plain and obvious—Our third queſti- 
en will lead to conſider this myſtery of ini- 
quity, and to. obſerve what is the cauſe 
why multitudes unite in making ſuch op- 
poſition to the righteouſneſs of God. | 
Queſt. III. WHAT are the principal rea- 
fons why this righteouſneſs is, by ſo many, 
wilfully rejected, and virulently oppoſed ?. 
THe principal reaſons (if it is not a 
erverſion of Gor word to apply it to ſuch 
a ſubject) why the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt is rejected and oppoſed are much the 
ſame with Jews and Gentiles, It was not 
becauſe they did not need it, or becauſe they 
had not heard of it, or that they had heard 
of any better righteouſrieſs, that it was 
rejected and oppoſed by the Jews, I may 
fay the ſame to you. Nor can any of you 
juſtly plead, it 1s for want of power. Such 
a plea, as it is commonly uſed, ſuppoſes 
that you /ove imputed righteouſneſs and 
are ling to yield ſubmiſſion to it, but, 
on pretence of the want of power, you can- 
not. This argument is deceitful and falla- 
4 2s cious. 
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cious. For, no man, in a ſtate of nature, 
has any true affection for, or is willing to 
yield ſubmiſſion, to the righteouſneſs of 
God. He that is, was made willing in 
the day of God's power, and is already 
poſſeſſed of that ſtrength which it is ſup- 
poſed he ſtill wants. If ſuch do not re- 
ceive comfort from the righteouſneſs of 
God, it is rather for want of knowledge 
than want of ſtrength : And it is frequent- 
ly owing to ſome falſe apprehenſion of its 
being not his duty to receive the gift of 
righteouſneſs, until he has performed ſome 
intitling condition before he may venture 
to truſt in Chriſt, + 2 

Ov want of power, generally ſpeaking, 
is want of will, and want of love; and 
he that is deſtitute of theſe, does not com- 
plain of his weakneſs, becauſe he does not 
feel it: conſequently, he cannot ſo much 
as wiſh to have it removed. It is therefore 
unfair to repreſent perſons, in a ſtate of 
nature, as willing to be ſaved by grace, 
and as /amenting that this and the other 
doctrine is a bar in their way; when, on 
the contrary, it is evident, they have nei- 
ther will nor wiſh for any ſuch thing. 
© Ve will not come unto me that ye might 
* have life,” was the Redeemer's obſer- 


[| John V. 40. 
| vation 
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. 
vation of old to the Jews, and ſtill re- 
mains an unchanging fact, and may be ap- 
plied to all men, in a ſtate of nature, 
without exception. The life Chriſt came 
to communicate, and his manner of beſtow - 


üng lit, they cannot approve. A freedom 


from condemnation they want to obtain; 
but a life of faith zz Chriſt, and holineſs 
from Chriſt, they do not ſo much as de- 
fire to enjoy; nor ever will, until the Lord 
takes away the heart of ſtone, and graci- 
ouſly beſtows an heart of fleſh F. I would 
further add, if any of you plead a want of 
power as the reaſon why you do not ſub- 
mit to the righteouſneſs of God, the 
weakneſs you'complain 'of, you would be 
glad to have removed, or you would not. 
If you would not, how dare you complain 


of that which you account no burden? If 


you would, why do you not call upon the 
Lord who giveth power to the faint, and 
to them that have no might he increaſeth 
ſtrength ||. | 

IT is probable that ſome will plead, 
* 'The reaſon why we do not ſubmit to 
e the righteouſneſs of God, is becauſe you 
* and others throw ſuch ſtumbling-blocks 
* in our Way, which we cannot remove; 


« by aſſerting, that the death of Chriſt 


$ Ezck. xxxvi. 26. | If. xl. 29. 


was 


GN 

ewas not deſigned as a full and proper a- 
« tonement for the ſins of all men, and 
other doctrines which imply the ſame 
« thing.“ — If theſe are the ſtumbling- 
blocks you mean, Town the charge is juſt. 
But, as you ſtumble at the word of God *, 
I cannot remove it out of the way, nor dare 

I conceal: thoſe truths at which you are ſo 
much offended. Yet I would obſerve, that 
the doctrines which appear to you in ſo of- 
fenſive a light, contain nothing of a diſcou- 
raging nature; but, on the contrary, are 
pregnant with all the encouragement that 
a perſon humbled under the mighty hand 
„ of God” +, can either have or deſire. 
The following ſpecimen of undoubted ve- 
rities, which are all conſiſtent with particu- 
lar redemption, is an evidence that what 1 
ſay is matter of fact. The ſcriptures. 
ms us, that a Saviour is provided for the 
chief of ſinners 1. — That this Saviour 
was provided by him againſt whom all fin 
is committed ||, —— That he has actually 
put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, and 
by one offering, perfected for ever them 
that are ſanctified &. —— That he is able — 
to fave, even to the uttermoſt, all, with- 
out exception, that come unto God by 


WY Per, is., £%;% 
Job xxxiii. 24. $ Heb, ix. 26, x. 14. 
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him. —— That he is able to do this in 
a way by which, mercy and truth, righte- 
oufneſs and peace, ſhall meet together *. 
— That whoever will, are not only al- 
lowed, but invited, and allured to come 
unto him *. That all whom the Fa- 
ther hath given him, ſhall come to him; 
and "thoſe that come, whoever they be, 
he will in no wiſe caſt out +, 80 far from 
it, he will graciouſly. receive them 4, ten- 
derly keep them 8, and carefully preſerve 
them, until they are brought unto him, 
where he is, to behold his glory l. If theſe 
reviving truths will not warrant and en- 
courage you to ſubmit to the righteouſneſs 


of Chriſt, it is not falſely aſſerting, that 


he made a full and proper atonement for 
the ſins of all men, ſeeing multitudes ne- 
ver hear of his atonement at all, that can, 
as rational creatures, give you equal ſatis- 
faction. For what advantage, on ſuppoſi- 


tion the death of Chriſt was equally appoint- 


ed for all men, ariſes from our ſubmiſſion 
to his righteouſneſs ? Are his obedience and 


:q Heb. vii. 25. ** Pf. Ixxxv, 10. Rev. xxii. 17. 
Mat.. xi. 28. + John vi. 37. t Hol. xiv. 2. — 
Luke xv. 20. tothe end. 5 Pl. xvii. 8, — 1 Sam. ii. 9. 
— IC. xxvii. 3. {| Jude v. 24. John xvii. 24, ——Every 
perſon who 1s acquainted with his Bible, will own, that 
theſe encouraging paſſages might be greatly multiplied. But 
theſe are ſufficient to ſhew, that particular redemption is no 
bar, in itſelf, againſt a ſinner's ſubmiſſion to the righte- 
ouſneſs of God, | : 

8 ſuf- 
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ſafferings any ſecurity from condemnation ? 
No; according to this ſyſtem,. thouſands 
are condemned who once ſubmitted to it. 
Are we hereby delivered from divine wrath 
and vengeance? No; according to this hy- 
potheſis, Chriſt's atonement was as much 
appointed for them who periſh, as thoſe 
that are ſaved. What benefit, then, did 
Chriſt procure for us, by his obedience and 
death ? Was it grace to ſanctify our hearts, 
and to preſerve us in the midſt of ſurround- 
ing ſnares and dangers in this world, until 
we artive at the heavenly ſtate? Or did he 
merit for us eternal life and bleſſedneſs ? 
No ſuch thing is allowed. What then ? 
Has Chriſt by his obedience and death done 
nothing at all? Ves, according to this ty(- 
tem, he has obtained a power to make an 
offer of pardon and life; but has left us to 
procure for ourſelves a right to both; and 
if we fail, we ſhall never have a claim to 
either *. If theſe are not ſtumbling- blocks, 
know not what are. And if theſe miſer- 
able tenets do not diſcourage us from ſub- 
mitting to the righteouſneſs of God, what 
can make us afraid? Free- will certainly 
lays the foundation of this ſcheme, and 


. * See a Treatiſe of the late Judicious Mr. Brine's, called, 
T he true ſenſe of atonement for fin, by Chriſt's Neal, in anſwer 
to Mr. Taylor of Norwich, Page "A 42:20 4x} 
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ſuppoſed good works raiſe the ſuperſtrue- 
ture; while the covenant of grace, the 


righteouſneſs of 'Chriſt, the exceeding great 
and precious promiſes of the Goſpel, and 
the work and office of the eternal ſpirit, 
are with ſuch mere cyp bers. $76 


-  HiTHERTo our third queſtion remains 


unanſwered, But it is eaſy to return a po- 
fitive anſwer, by ſaying, The cauſe wh 

many reject and oppoſe the righteouſneſs 
of God, is owing to the corruption of na- 
ture, and the power and prevalency of un- 
belief. This is a certain fact, but ſuch 'a 
ſhort and' general anſwer does not appear 
calculated to ſtrike conviction. I would 
therefore further enquire, what are the 
reaſons that ſo many who hear the Goſpel 


remain ſuch infidels in a matter of ſuch 


importance? At this I have already hinted, 
but ſhall now more fully confider. I ap- 
prehend the following are the princi- 
l I. IGNORANCE, This is mentioned as 
the cauſe, though not as the only cauſe, 
why the Jews did not ſubmit to the righ- 
teouſneſs of God. What they were igno- 
rant of, was God's righteouſneſs. By which 
I underſtand, that righteouſneſs which is 
eſſential. to Deity; and apprehend, this 
phraſe is expreſſive of the infinite purity of 
God's nature, and the extenſive demands 


of 


EW a 
of- his law, A fimilar variety of meaning, 
under the ſame expreſſion, is obſervable in 
the third chapter of this epiſtle. The im- 
puted righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is called the 
righteouſneſs of God, in the 21ſt and 22d 
verſes, and ſaid to be without the law”. 
In the two following verſes we are inform- 
ed, that God has ſet forth the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, to be a propitiation. For what 
end ? & To declare his righteouſneſs, that 
«© he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him 
% which believeth in Jeſus”. From which 
it is evident, that by what is called“ his 
« righteouſneſs”, i. e. God's righteouſ- 
neſs, we are to underſtand, the juſtice, 
re&itude, or infinite holineſs of his nature; 
which is not obſcured, but manifeſted, in 
his juſtifying the ungodly, through the 
imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt. That the 
Jews were ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, 
in the ſenſe now explained, appears from 
our Lord's ſermon on the mount ; in which 
their corrupt gloſſes upon the law of Mo- 
ſes, are detected and exploded. The caſe 
is {till the ſame with us; for we are natu- 
rally as ignorant as they, and have very low 
conceptions of the extent and purity of the 
moral law. What is the e | 
Low thoughts of God's righteouſneſs, as 
revealed in the law, always produce low 
thoughts of ſin; and low thoughts of the 


+ " 
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evil and awful nature of ſin, are ever con- 
nected with low and mean thoughts of 
Chriſt. The-believer's knowledge of the 
Goſpel is always proportioned to his know- 
ledge of the law. As he perceives the ho- 
lineſs and juſtice of the latter, he diſcerns 
the grace and glory of the former. The 
more dreadful the covenant of works, the 
more delightful the covenant of grace. The 


more awful mount Sinai, the more amiable 


mount Sion appears *. If ſo, what views 
have you of God's righteouſneſs ? Does his 
law appear very holy ? And are you able to 
diſcern that his commandments are ex- 
ceeding broad; reaching to the thoughts 
and intents of the heart +? If you are, you 
muſt know, that what is called your beſt 
obedience, is ſhockingly imperfe&, - and 
that juſtification by works is abſolutely im- 


poſſible. If you are not, as ſuch ignorance 


is a part of your preſent miſery, ſo it re- 
quires no great pains to prove, that it is al- 
fo your fin. For let me aſk, Are you not 
willingly ignorant of the purity and perfec« 


. ® It is not ſuppoſed, by the expoſition of the firſt clauſe 
of our text, that the Jews were not alſo ignorant of the ex- 
eellency and glory of our Redeemer's righteouſneſs ; it is plain 
they were: but to me it ie equally plain, that their igno- 
rance of God's righteouſneſs, as here'repreſented, was the 

tal reaſon why they went about with ſuch induſtry, 


+ by every likely expedient” to eftabliſh their own. 
t Heb. iv. 12. 


tion 
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tion of the law ? May it not be ſpokan to 
your ſhame ? Do you not * love Harkneſs 
« rather than light; becauſe your deeds are 
evil ? Are none of you even now a- 
fraid, that you ſhould perceive the law of 
God to require mote than you are willi 

to hope it does, leſt. the conviction ſhould 
make you uneaſy, and conſtrain you to give 
up what you are determined, if -poſhble, 
to hold faſt ? How dreadful and deplorable 
is fach ignorance ! Nothing but a vile af- 
fection for fin, and a falſe hope to eſtabliſh. 
your on righteouſneſs, could give youa mo- 
ment's eaſe in ſo wretched a ſituation, But 
remember, Sirs, you muſt at laſt come to the 
light. - The -nature, the odious nature of 
Gs, muſt be diſcovered; and the ſad defects 
of your own inherent righteouſneſs muſt 
be diſcerned. And if this ſeems ſo awful 
now, while the grace of Chrift is proclaim- 
ed, what will it be when nothing but the 
juſtice of Jehovah appears ?. 

2. PREJUDICE. It is no wonder, where 
ignorance is encouraged, that prejudice 
ſhould prevail. The Jews had inveterate 
but cauſeleſs prejudices, againſt the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt. And the Gentiles have 
drank deep into the ſame ſpirit. © If it was 
a ſtumbling- block to the 9 it was, and 
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is, fooliſhneſs in the eyes of the other * 
By nature we fit down by the light of our 
own candle, and ſuppoſe there is no need 
for the Sun of righteouſneſs to ariſe. But 

what faith the Scripture? ** Behold, all ye 
« that kindle a 455 that compaſs your- 
« ſelves about with ſparks ; walk in the 
« light of your fire, and in the ſparks ye 
« have kindled. This ſhall ye have of 
& my hand, ſaith the Lord, ye ſhall lie 
« down in ſorrow”, If the Lord would 
allow ſuch perſons to think themſelves 
much better than their neighbours, or 
would relax his law to approve of what 
they ſhall pleaſe to call /incerity, they 
would be obliged to him; but, to be made 
the righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt, appears 
to them an idle fancy, and they know not. 
whether the doctrine is more w/ele/s or fool- 
7b. There are others prejudiced gain | 
the imputed righteouſneſs of Chri 
dangerous. They ſuppoſe it is deſtructive 
of the intereſts of holineſs, and that the 
doctrine is calculated to promote licenti- 
ouſneſs. But why are theſe things ſuppo- 
ſed? How ſhall we, who are dead to fin, 
live any longer therein 8? How do we be- 
come dead to fin, but by being dead to the 


— 


„1 Cor, i. 23. 01 If. 1. 11. $ Rom. vi. 2. 


law 


. 
law || which is the ſtrength of fin 0? How 
can we become dead to the law, but by 
the body of Chriſt “? And what are we 
here to underſtand, by the body of Chriſt; 
but his becoming incarnate for us, and dy- 
ing for our ſins, according to the Scrip- 
ture. 

| Ir appears, then, that our ſubmiſſion to 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is ſo far from 
deſtroying the intereſts of holineſs, that it 
promotes it; nay; it is eſſential to it. For 
except Chriſt be our heavenly bridegroom / 
welmay bring forth fruit to ourſelves, of 
which we ſhall one day be aſhamed **, but; 
in ſuch a ſtate, we cannot produce any 
fruit that is acceptable and pleaſing to God. 
I am ſorry that ſome who plead for ſalva- 
tion, by the paſſive obedience of Chriſtz 
ſhould talk in this unguarded manner. Ag 
if there was any more danger of being li- 
centious, by truſting to the whole of Chriſt's 
obedience; than by only relying on a part. 
They are both without us; and, as con- 
fided in for righteouſneſs; equally capable 
of being abuſed. I wiſh thoſe who deny 
his active obedience may not be found to 
ſubſtitute ſomething of their own in its 
ſtead, that they may have whereof to glory. 
But I may ſay of ſeveral of you, brethren; 


|| Gal; ii. 19. J 1 Cor. xv. 5, 6- * Rom, vii. 4; 
| $ 1 Cor. xv. 3. ** Rom: vi. 21, 
that 
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that you have not ſo learned Chriſt; and 
that, what God has joined together, you 
do not wiſh to put aſunder. You know 
that unto whom compleat righteouſneſs is 
imputed, ſanctifying grace is alſo imparted, 
and are thankful, I truſt, not only that 
your title to the heavenly manſions is clear 
and good ; but that God has alſo made you 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the ſaints in light +. 

3. PRIDE. This was glaringly evident 
in the conduct of thoſe Jews, who did not 
ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. And 
the pride of a Gentile is not, in this reſpect, 
any way inferior to the pride of a Jew. It 
is evident, if the Redeemer's righteouſneſs 
be received, as the alone matter of our juſ- 
tification, our own mult be rejected; and 
that we are on a level, as to acceptance 
with God, with the chief of ſinners, and 
have not the leaſt pre-eminence over the 
moſt notorious tranſgreſſor : But this is 
what the ptide of a Phariſee abhors. To 
have no greater claim to his Maker's fa- 
vour, by all the good things he has done 
to procure it, than his publican, or that 
harlot, whom he may have in his view, 
ſhocks him at his very heart, and makes 
him determine never to ſubmit to that 


+ Col. i. 12. 
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which is ſo apparently calculated to mor- 
tify his haughty temper, and to ſubdue his 
native pride. Such a method of acceptance 
with God, the humble ſhall hear of and 
* be glad;” but ſuch a procedure to a 
deluded moraliſt, who is upon terms and 
conditions of making his peace with God; 
who has an exalted idea of his own ſelf- 
ſufficiency and importance, it is even“ a 
* vexation to underſtand the report 4“, al- 
though he is reſolved to give it no credit, 
% What! fays he, with undiſſembled rage, 
te are men of a religious character no bet- 
« ter than the profane? Are there no 
% advantages, then, attending a religious 
& education,” &c.? To theſe enquiries, I 
anſwer, that a religious education has many 
advantages attending it, however any may 
abuſe them. By a religious education, per- 
ſons are often preſerved from thoſe exceſſes 
of riot which ſome are permitted to run 
into; the remembrance of which, even 
though they ſhould be called by grace, 
overwhelms the ſoul with ſhame, and is 
frequently the cauſe of bitter reflections *. 
By a religious education, many have been 


1 Alluding to Iſaiah xxvin. 19. 
Whoever attends to the ſcripture account of the ſaints 
experience, or is acquainted with the nature of divine for- 
giveneſs, will own the truth of this remark. A ſenſe of 
ardon neither does nor can make a true penitent forgive 
himſelf. See Ezekiel xvi. 63.— 4 
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preſerved from that confuſion, which ate 


tends ſome, who have been brought up in 


an irreligious manner, or who have receive 
ed their firſt convictions where many im- 
portant truths are expoſed to contempt, and 
only mentioned with a view to be refuted, 
Where this is the caſe, they are often pre- 
judiced againſt, and ſometimes ſuffered to 
oppoſe and revile thoſe doctrines which at 
laſt they are brought to own as doctrines 
according to godlineſs. 'To ſuppoſe the 
worſt ; that a perſon favoured with a reli- 
gious education ſhould die in his fins, as it 
is certain many have + : yet even in this 
view, except ſuch an education has been 
treated by them with deriſion and con- 
tempt, it is ſtill to be preferred to that aw- 
ful and ſhametul manner, in which ſome 
are brought up, and in which they live all 
their days. For, as © the Lord is a God 
* of knowledge, and by him actions are 
« weighed ||;” it is certain, that future 
puniſhment will bear a juſt proportion to 
the demerit of fin, and that it will be more 
tolerable for ſome than others *, as to the 
intenſeneſs of the degree ; and though be- 
yond conception intolerable to all, yet 
equal in point of duration, as being eter- 
nal. And if ſo, who in his ſenſes would 


+ John viii, 24. || 1 Sam. ii. 3. Mat. x. 15 


deſire 
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deſire to provoke the Almighty to the ut= 
moſt here, and impiouſly dare him to do 
his worſt hereafter ? In each of theſe views, 
therefore, a religious education, if not a- 
buſed in the manner it is by ſome 6, has 
the advantage. Yet, after all, the apoſtle 
aſks, Are we Jews, who were favoured 
with ſuch an education, better than the 
Gentiles, who had no ſuch advantage? He 
anſwers, No; in nowiſe: for we have be- 
fore proved, that both Jews and Gentiles 
are all under fin . As if he had ſaid, 
* Though favoured with many external 
* advantages, yet we Jews are no better 
* by nature than the forlorn Gentiles we 
are apt to deſpiſe. Notwithſtanding all 
* our birth-privileges, we are in that ſtate 
* under the power and dominion of fin, 
* and entirely deſtitute of a juſtifyin 

*« righteouſneſs before God. Therefore if 
« ever we are ſaved, we muſt renounce all 
* our external advantages for acceptance 
* with God, and account all things but 
* loſs and dung that we may win Chriſt, 
« Whether they be works of the law, 
* or works of the goſpel; exerciſes 
of the heart, or actions of the life; 
„ done in a ſtate of nature, or done 
55 under the influences of grace; they are 


Iſa, lxv. 5. f See alſo the parable of the Phariſee and 
66 all, 
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& all, and every of them, equally ſet aſide 
« in this great affair +, Our only hope 
« of ſalvation ariſes from our being found 
«* in Chriſt, not having our own righte- 
4 ouſneſs which is of the law, but that 
ce which is through the faith of Chriſt, 
te the righteouſneſs which is of God by 
faith ||.” And in this way the vileſt of 
finners are ſaved, through the grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt T. Thus the Lord ſeems 
determined, that no fleſh. ſhall glory in his 
preſence; but, as it is written, let him 
that glorieth, glory in the Lord *.—Here 
then I behold all men exactly on a level. 
Here is no reſpect of perſons with God. 
Jews and Gentiles, circumciſion and un- 
circumciſion, Barbarian, Scythian, bond 
and free, all are one, as to the way in 
which they obtain acceptance with God. 
Here patriarchs and prophets, kings and 
prieſts, apoſtles and martyrs, evangeliſts, 
aſtors and teachers, loſe all their outward 
and inward diſtinctions, and, in the im- 
rtant article of juſtification, are onl 


conſidered as finners and ungodly perſons. 


In ſuch a light they were beheld by the 
Judge of all, when they fled for refuge to 
the hope ſet before them, and pleaded the 
death of his Son as their only ground of 


+ See Ther. and Aſp. vol. 1, page 287, edit. 4. 
Philip. iii. 8, 9. 1 Acts xv. 11. * 1 Cor. i. 31, 
free 


( 47 ) a 
freedom from condemnation # And in 
no other light did they view themſelves, 
when the excellency of his loving-kindneſs 
engaged them to put their truſt under the 
ſhadow of his wings & In ſhort, as to 
acceptance with God, however it may 
mortify our pride, Chriſt is, and ever will 
be, ALL AND IN ALL ||. 

4. SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS ; or a ſtron 
attachment to our own ſuppoſed moral 
goodneſs. On this the Lord pours con- 
tempt. Yet this was the Jews grand 
adol; the honor, credit, and importance 
of which, they were more zealous to eſta- 
bliſh, than the fools of Epheſus to preſerve 
the reputation of their great Diana. And 
are not we, my friends, though poor, hell- 
deſerving ſinners of the Gentile race, as 
eager and earneſt to ſupport the finking 
credit of this filthy idol? Is it not a blind 
affection to our own fancied attainments, 
which makes us willingly ignorant of what 
the law demands? Is it not this which 
fills us with prejudice againſt that righte- 
ouſneſs which the God of grace has pro- 
vided ? And what elſe is it, which ſo fills 
our vain hearts with pride, that we judge 
it, in theſe circumſtances an inſufferable 
affront, to be entirely indebted to grace for 


Rom. viii. 33, 34. $ Pal, xxxvi. 7, || Col. ii. 11. 
+ Acts xix. 35. 


the 


_— — — — — — r 7 gs Se nr — 


Ct . —òij TA. does lbs” AR 3 
- 


- . — 
CN —— — 


— 
A 


- ” 
— — - — - 2 = 
—— Ww —œ , 


= F *; 
the whole of our ſalvation ? Have none of 
you who now hear me, ſuch an affection 
for this idol, and ſuch a defire that works 
may be eſtabliſhed, that makes you ready 
to ſay, as David did to Joab, concerning 
his ſon Abſalom, ** Deal gently with the 
% young man for my fake}”. Ah! friends, 


this is the Diana of every age ard every 


nation. But every attempt to eſtabliſh 
works for ſalvation, has hitherto proved 
unſucceſsful, and all future efforts will be 
exerted in vain. Could Cain, the mur- 
derer, eſtabliſh or regain his character by 
building cities, when God had ſet a mark 
of infamy and diſgrace upon him ? Could 
the Babel-builders finiſh the tower, which 
they attempted to erect in the plains of 
Shinar, when the Lord had thrown confu— 
ſion upon their plot? Could the Jews pre- 
ſerve their city, or temple, when the right- 
eous God had devoted them both to de- 
ſtruction? No more can you; no more 
ſhall any other perſon ever be able to efta- 
bliſh that righteouſneſs which fin has 
defiled, which God has dethroned, and 
which, in the article of juſtification, he is 
determined for ever to diſregard. Yet 
notwithitanding the Lord has revealed his 
mind, on this ſubject, in terms ſo plain, 
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that he who runs may read them + ;. and 
in words ſo ſtriking, that he muſt be aw- 
fully hardened who does not regard them || ; 
mortals perſiſt in the impious attempt 
from one generation to another, and ate 
reſolved, if poſſible, that works ſhall be 
eſtabliſhed, and Chriſt, the rock of offence, 
be removed out of the way.—Time would 
fail me to mention the artful and various 
methods by which this is attempted b. 
ſome, and abetted by others. Vet, as 
ſhall not digreſs from the principal deſign 
of this diſcourſe 8, in dwelling a little on 
the unpleaſing ſubject, I would juſt warn 
you of the following miſtakes, and endea- 
vour to guard againſt them. N 

I. SOME plead for inherent righteouſ- 
neſs, as the condition of our truſting to the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, They tell us, ex- 
cept. we are poſſeſſed of ſuch qualifications, 
as they are pleaſed to inſiſt on, (which are 
ſeldom twice the ſaine) we may not as yet 
believe in Chriſt, or expect an intereſt in 
his ſalvation. Reſpecting all theſe entitling 
conditions, I would obſerve, they - muſt 
be performed cither before regeneration, 

or after. If before, they ate performed by 
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perſons who' cannot pleaſe God +F—By mo 
fons, who account the things of the ſpirit 
of God fooliſhneſs *. —- By perſons, who are 
alive to the law, and dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins F. As this is the caſe, the entitling 
conditions required, let men call them by 
what name they pleaſe, are neither more 
nor leſs than. 8IN.—If it is replied, that 
the conditions required to give us an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, are to be performed after 
Tegeneration and converfion : this argu- 
ment is as weak as the other is wicked. 
For ſuch are already born of God, vitally 
united to Chriſt, arid the viſibte heirs of 
falvation. The pſalmilt directs us to truſt; 
in the Lord and do good F. And he who 
inverts this direction, by making good 
works the foundation of his faith, per- 
verts the goſpel of Chriſt, and turns mount 
Zion into mount Sinai. | 2 
2. OTHneRs plead for ſomething to be 
annexed, or added, to the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, after believing; without which, 
they ſuppoſe, juſtification is not compleat, 
nor can ſalvation be ſure. Thus the pri- 
mitive believers were told, “except they 
« were circumcifed, they could not be 
„% faved ||.” The ſeverity of the apoſtle 
towards thoſe falſe teachers, would infal- 
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libly make him loſe the character of a cha- 
ritable man, if he had not been an infpired 
writer. And thopgh he was, his language 
an this ſabje&, is not admired by many. 
He charges ſuch preachers with bringing 
in another goſpel ; which, in reality, was 
not another, but a perverſion of the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt f. The ward goſpe] ſignifies 

ood news, or glad tidings ; but it is far 

rom being good news, or glad tidings, to 
hear that the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is im- 
perfect, and that, without ſome additions of 
our own, ſalvation may not be expected. 
What follows is very alarming. But 
* though we, or an angel from heaven, 
«« preach any other, goſpel unto you, than 
e that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accurſed.” And, left this 
ſhould be thought a flip of the pen, he 
repeats it inthe next verſe. But why does 
the apoſtle uſe ſuch ſeverity of ſpeech ? To 
ſhew us there are damnable doctrines &, as 
well as deteſtable practices; and that the 
awful peryerſion of the doctrine of juſtifi- 
cation 15 juſtly to be reckoned among that 
number. And it ought to be remembered, 
that what is ſaid to theſe judaizing teach- 
ers, is {till faid to perſons of the ſame cha- 
rafter, howeyer they may be eſteemed for 
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holineſs and piety, by them they allure and 


deceive. 


. THERE are not a few, who ſtrenu- 
ally lead that our believing is imputed 
to us for righteouſneſs. But that cannot 
be ; for the righteouſneſs by which we are 
juſtified, is not our own, nor of any works 
done by us. But faith, conſidered as an 
act, is our own, though effected by the 
mighty power of God , and is alſo called 
a work §. The righteouſneſs by which we 
are juſtified, is a perfect righteouſneſs ; 
but our faith is imperfect, and admits of 
increaſe ||. We are juſtified by the obe- 
dience and ſufferings of Chriſt, as being 


the end of the law; which faith is not, 
except it be objectively conſidered. Did 


faith, conſidered as our act, die for us? 
Was it delivered for our offences ? Or did 
it riſe again for our juſtification? Why then 
are acts, or exerciſes of faith, contended for, 
as the matter of our juſtification ? If theſe 
were to conſtitute our juſtifying righteouſ- 
neſs, we (hould have ſomething whereof to 
glory. And better that works be thus eſta- 
bliſhed (as ſome think) than not to be eſta- 


bliſhed at all. Therefore, though the right- 


eouſneſs of God be faid to be revealed from 
faith to faith *, and ſo muſt neceſſarily be 
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diſtinguiſhed from believing; yet every pre- 


caution is uſed in vain where ſelf is exalted, 
and there is but the ſhadow of an hope, that 
inherent righteouſneſs may be eſtabliſhed, 
I ſhall now proceed to our laſt queſtion. 

Queſt. IV. WHAT is the con/equence of 
ſuch oppoſition to the righteouſneſs of God? 
Tux conſequence, my friends, is dread- 
ful; and of ſuch a conduct be perſiſted 
iu, it will iſſue in final deſtruction. Could 
it be fully ſet forth, and truly diſcerned, 
it would make the hearts of ſuch to 
tremble; and, in all probability, would 
occaſion ſuch diſtreſs and anxiety of ſoul, 
as they have often heard of, but never felt, 
You may form ſome judgement of the 
truth of this affertion, by ſeriouſly attend- 
ing to theſe few remarks. 

1. He that rejects the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt (and where there is not ſubmiſſion 
to it, there is always ſome degree of rejec- 
tion) has no ſolid peace, either with God 
or his own conſcience. How ſhould he? 
when he thereby rejects that atonement by 
which peace has been made, and has 
mean thoughts of that precious blood, by 
which the invaluable blefſing has been 
procured. Enemies to God, as we all na- 
turally are ||, cannot be reconciled to him 
but by the death of his ſon F.“ He is 
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« our peace +.” And in yain is peace with 
an offended God, or peace to a guilty con- 
fcience, expected from any other quarter. 

All that eaſe or peace you obtain from any 
other foundation, is neither ſolid nor laſt- 
ing, It does not now keep your hearts 9, 
and will not hereafter, when ſearch is 
made for iniquity J, ſupport your ſouls. 
Every attempt, therefore, to obtain peace, 
until ye have ſubmitted to the righteouſ- 

neſs of God, ariſes from ſome iniquitous 


confederacy, which muſt be broken, and 


is founded on ſome wicked agreement, that 
ſhall not ſtand *. M's | 
2. Hz that rejects the righteouſneſs. of 
Chriſt is not the ſubject of true holineſs, 
but is as great a ſtranger to goſpel-purity, 
as he is to ſolid peace, It is the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt: which cleanſes us from all 
un **, What purity, therefore, can they 
poſſeſs, who refuſe to approach the only 


fountain that ever was, or will be opened, 


for fin and uncleanneſs ? It is faith, which 


purifies the heart ||. But what is faith with» 


out its object? It is truth that ſanctifies; 
conſequently error (however harmleſs ſome 
men think it) muſt defile. If ſo, are they 
not polluted who obſtinately reject, what is 
emphatically called, uE TRUTH? And 
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that the doctrine of ſalvation by grace, and 
juſtification through the righteouſneſs of 
Chrift, are frequently ſo called in the vo- 
lume of inſpiration, cannot be denied. 
Should ſuch perſons, therefore, who reject 
the tighteouſneſs of God, ©' waſh them. 
“ ſelves with nitre, and take much ſoap, 
t yet their iniquity is marked before me”, 
ſaith the Lord God“. And it will certainly 
remain on the conſcience, until they apply, 
by faith, to that blood of ſprinkling, with 
which pardon, peace, and purity, are inſe- 
parably connected. het £8 
3. He that rejects Chriſt's righteouſ- 

neſs, neither has, uor can have, in that 
ſituation, the ſtrong confolation, or ſub- 
ſtantial comfort, of the goſpel. The pri- 
mitive believer's joy was founded on the 
atonement +; and they obtained ſtrong 
conſolation in fleeing for refuge to the hope 
ſet before them . But where hi atone» 
ment is rejected, and hat hope is deſpiſed, 
as they certainly are, where the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt is oppoſed; what is the 
ſource of ſuch perſon's joy? What is the 
ſpring of their comfort? Is it ever higher 
than that of the Phariſee, God, I thank 
% thee, that I am not as other men?“ Or 
If it be, is it any better than the enthu- 
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faſbs golden dream, who rejoices in ſome 
fooliſh flight of his own fancy, which has 
no exiſtence but in his own diſtempered 
brain? Who is filled with comfort, and 
tranſported with raptures, with a peculiar 
confidence, of. being ſaved, although his 
life is an open ſcandal to the goſpel ; or, 
_ notwithſtanding he is a ſtranger to the na- 
ture and properties of God's ſalvation, and 
is a virulent oppoſer of that grace, which 
is cloſely connected with glory. Yet ſuch 
falſe joys, (or ſlaviſh fears) do always more 
or leſs, attend a rejection of the righteouſ- 
neſs of God. 

4. Hz that rejects the 1 of 
Chriſt, and refuſes to come unto God by 
him, muſt, at laſt, however reluctant, appear 
before the judge of all without him. Can 
any of you ſuppoſe this may be your caſe, 
without being horribly afraid? Yet, if to 
the law you appeal, and are reſolved that 
works ſhall be eſtabliſned, your Maker is 
reſolved to ſhew you no favour; but is de- 
termined you ſhall either keep his law per- 
ſectly, or die eternally. It is wicked and 
fooliſh, even to hope it will be otherwiſe. 
It is wicked; for this is to hope, that the 
God of truth will prove a liar, and that 
a God of unſpotted purity will connive at 
ſin. It is fooliſh; for if he did not ſpare 
his own ſon, the San of his nature, and 
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the ſon of his love, but being made under 
the law for tranſgreſſors, he fulfilled all its 
precepts, and ſuſtained, without abate- 
ment, its dreadful penalty ; how is it poſ- 
ſible to hope that God will ever ſpare 
you ? No, my friends, rejecting the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, you are in the hands 
of infinite juſtice and almighty power, and 
you are egregiouſly miſtaken, if you ſuppoſe, 
that either the wiſdom or mercy of God 
will ſay one word againſt your juſt con- 
demnation. The Lord enable you to feel 
the force of truth, leſt you ſpeedily feel 
the flames of wrath, and experimentally 
find what a dreadful thing it is, to fall in- 
to the hands of the living God ||, who is 
and will be to the final rejectors of the 
righteouſneſs of his ſon, A CONSUMING. 
FIRE. : 
I sHALL now cloſe this diſcourſe, b 
very briefly obſerving on the other > 4 
what a juſt foundation the righteouſneſs 
of God lays for comfort, humility, and 
praiſe.” And that dodrine, which affords 
the heavy-laden finner ſtrong conſolation ; 
which at the ſame time humbles his heart 
before the Lord, and fills his ſoul with 
gratitude and praiſe, is certainly divine, 
let who will oppoſe it, and muſt be a 
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* according to godlineſs.— Obſerve 
then, 

1. THAT the righteouſneſs of God lays 
a juſt foundation for ſtrong conſolation, 
For he who yields ſubmiſſion to this righ- 
teouſneſs, is no Jonger under the law. He 
is not under any vain expectation of being 
ſaved by what is called fincere obedience 
to its commands, nor under any laviſh ap- 
prehenſion of being conſumed by its aw- 
ful curſe. He can now ſurvey its pure 
and holy precepts, without wiſhing they 
were leſs extenſive; and in the preſence 
of the Lord declare, that according to his 


inward man, thoſe precepts are as much 


his delight as they were Cn his aver 


' fion. He defires now as earneſtly to eſta- 


bliſh the law, as he once endeavoured to 
eſtabliſh his own righteouſneſs ; and re- 
Joices, that Immanuel's righteouſneſs has 
magnified it, and made it honourable. He 
daily approves of it, as holy, juſt and 
good“; and with joy obſerves, that the 
precepts of the law, as well as the pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel are written on the 
fleſhy table of the heart, by the ſpirit of 
the living God. And though he hourly 
finds a law in his members, warring againſt 
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| the law of his mind ||, yet he knows who 
is his deliverer, and that there is even 
© now no condemnation to them who 
te are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after 
te the fleſh but after the ſpirit .“ Hence 
the curſes of the law loſe their terror, and 
death is diſarmed of his ſting. No wea- 
t pon that is formed againſt him ſhall 
« proſper ; and every tongue that ſhall riſe 
*© againft him in judgment he ſhall con- 
© demn. This is the heritage of the ſer- 
© vants of the Lord, and their righteouſ- 
* neſs is of me, faith the Lord SF,” —Byt 
what an addition is it to the belever's joy, 
that, as he is not under the law, he knows 
he is under grace]! Under a covenant of 

race, ordered in all things and ſure. Un- 
2 the guidance and direction of the Spi- 
rit of grace, who helps his infirmities in 
prayer and praiſe, and who makes the word 
of grace, as well as the throne of grace, 
receiving and refreſhing to his weary ſoul. 
He is alſo under the fragant ſhade of gra- 
cious Homies, which he now views as 
exceeding great and precious, Who, that 
is happily. conſcious of theſe things, can 
forbear ſaying with the prophet? I will 
* rejoice in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall be 
* joyful in my God]; for he hath clothed 
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'« me with the garments of ſalvation, he 
* hath covered me (aſtoniſhing goodneſs !) 
with the robe of righteouſneſs; as a 
a bridegroom decketh himſelf with orna- 
e ments, and as a bride adorneth herſelf 
te with jewels*,” | * 

2. SUBMISSION to the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt lays a juſt foundation for humility 
and praiſe, It becomes us, who have, 
through grace, ſubmitted to it, to ſay; 
Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
„ unto thy name be all the glory.” Does 
not the righteouſneſs of God, in which 
we truſt, entirely confiſt in the holy nature, 
perfect obedience, and tremendous ſuffer- 
ings of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? And as 
ſuch, is it not every way diſtinguiſhed 
from every thing done, either by us, or 
in us? Could we ever have had the leaſt 
conception about ſuch a righteouſneſs, if 
the Lord had not revealed it in his word? 
And though it is there revealed in the 
cleareſt manner, yet were we not by na- 
ture as averſe to ſubmit unto it as others ? 
Cannot we remember, that we were once 
the unhappy ſubjects of that Ignorance, 
Prejudice, Pride, and Self-righteouſneſs, 
which are the principal reaſons why the 
righteouſneſs of God is by ſo many rejected 
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and oppoſed? Yes, my friends, Once we 
were in ignorance as to the extent and pu- 
rity of the moral law, and in awful dark- 
neſs, if not as to the exiſtence, yet as to the 
properties, perfections and deſign of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs. And had not God, who 
«© commanded the light to ſhine out of 
« darkneſs, ſhined in our hearts, to give 
« us the light of the knowledge of the 
« glory of God, in the face of Jeſus 
« Chriſt +;” to this day “ the veil of ig- 
© norance had remained on our hearts.“ 
Who can remember this, and not be hum- 
ble? Who can believe this, and not. be 
thankful ? Once, we were filled with va- 
rious prejudices againſt Immanuel's righte- 
ouſneſs, as abſurd and fooliſh ;. or, as be- 
ing needleſs or dangerous. And that ſuch 
prejudices do not {till remain, is entirely 
owing to him, who“ drew us with the 
« cords' of a man,” with „ bands of 
% love ;“ who bare us on eagle's wings, 
* brought us to himſelf 8,“ and made us 
%% a willing people, in the day of his 
„ power ||.” Can we remain unthankful 
for ſuch inſtances of marvellous loving- 
kindneſs? Or unhumbled, when -we are 
thus reminded of our own baſeneſs, and 
I + 2 Cor. iv. 6, t Hoſ, xi. 4. $ Exod. xix. 4. 
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of ſuch evidences of ſovereign favour fa - 
Once we were proud, ſtout-hearted, and, to 
all appearance none more unlikely than we 
to ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of God. 
Should not a recollection of theſe things 
lay us very low before the Lord? while a 
realizing view of his tender mercy towards 
us, in bringing near his righteouſneſs, and 
giving us a 244b/e intereſt in it, copſtrains 
us to ſay, What ſhall we render unto the 
Lord for all his benefits? Surely, our lips 
mall greatly rejoice, when we ſing unto 
thee, O God! and our ſouls, which thou 
haſt thus redeemed. Once we were (trange- 
ly attached to our own righteouſneſs, and 
were. determined that. Idol ſhould be eſta- 
bliſhed, But, while we were {acrificing 
e to our own net, and burning incenſe 
«© to our own dragg J. the day-ſtar from 
on high viſited us *, the Sun of righte- 
% ouſneſs atoſe on our benighted ſouls.” 
| Surrounded, unexpectedly thus ſurreunded 
with beams of goſpel-light, we cried out 
with Ephraim. What have we to do 
< any more with Idols +?” And can we 
forget our former Idolatry ? Or call it to 
mind, or that proneneſs to it we too often 
Feel, and not bluſh for ſhame ? Or can we 
meditate upon the manner of our gracious 
| OLON 6, | 
J Hab. i. 16. Luke i. 78” + Hoſ. aiv. 8. 
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deliverance, without calling upon all that 
is within us to bleſs his holy name, who 
1 forgiveth all our iniquities ; who healeth . 
* all our diſeaſes; who redeemeth our 
te lives from deſtruction ; who crowneth 
* us with loving-kindneſs and tender mer- 
* cies ?”—Blefſed with ſuch views of 
our Redeemer's righteouſneſs, may you 
who have ſubmitted to it,“ hope in the 
* Lord continually, and yet praiſe him 
© more and more{|.” Though ſurrounded 
with variqus difficulties, and cxerciſed with 
the ſevereſt trials, may you reſolve, with 
David, to go on in the path of duty, and 
through the Chriſtian warfare in the 
ſtrength of the Lord-God; and to make 
mention of his righteouſneſs, even of his 
QNLY. | : 


— e Now unto him that is able to 
* keep you from falling, and to preſent 
*« you faultleſs, before the preſence of his 
te glory, with exceeding joy To the only 
« wiſe God our Saviour, be glory and ma- 
« jeſty, dominion and power, now and 
% ever. AMEN. “ 
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